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Be maths Burdens, nd ] the Law 
ne. n= þ fu e of 


SY > 


iT Paul, award the Cloſe of be receding Chapter, had 
been reckoning up the Fruits of the Spirit, and ſhew- 
ing what ĩnward Diſpoſition of Soul, and Regularity of 
” -..outward Practice, the enlivening Grace of God would 
produce in thoſe. happy Chriſtians, who had ſubjected the Fleſh 
to the Spirit, had crucified the former, with its Aﬀettions. and 

Luſic, and were wholly acted by a Divine and Heavenly Prin: 
ciple ; That ſuch Perſons are exempted, not only from the 
Obligation of the Ceremonial, (from which Chriſt has ſer: us 
all free) but from the Sting and Penalty of the Moral Law. 


there is no Tranſgreſſion; "ſo it may be ſaid, by way of Re- 
verſe, that where wa is 23 greſſion, there i is, in effect, 
no Law; Againſt ſays the 
there is:none whi —— and a daes their practices, 
none which they need be afraid of, who keep the Command- 


For as it is elſewhere affirmed, that where there it 0 Lam Ron. ir. 152 


Apoſtle, zbere 1s no Law; Le. Gut. v. 23. 


ments, ſince it was only made for the lawleſs and Jiſobedient, . Tims. i. 3 


for the ungodly, and for Sinners, for the unholy and profane, Acc. 
but not fe the righteous Man, who is led by” the Spirit E 
God, and brings forth the Fruits of it. -* 
No, as the greater Part of thoſe blecked Fruits of that l Holy 
Spirit, which the A poſtle. enumerates, are ſuch as relate to 
Love and Charity, — 2 Tenderneſs of 133 with;re= 
gard to our Chriſtian Brethren ; ſo, in the Beginning of this 
Chapter, be ſers himſelf, with a more en Earneſtneſs, - 
to urge and excite Men to the Practice of thi his Duty ; exhort- 


ing all thoſe who would make any Pretence to the Character 
of Spiritual Men, i. e. of ſuch as liyed, and walked in the Spi- 
rit, and were acted: by it, to piry.andg 
* offending as $i; _ any 


— wk Frailties of 
one among them was 
2 | 


— 2 — — 


— 


W - Wenn 5 
* 3 © 


everiahes with a fault, to reſtore Kath 2 one in the $ Spirit of 
Meekneſs, conſidering it might be their own Caſe, and that 
they alſo were fabje& to the like Temptations: And then 
ſubjoins, in the Words of the Text, Bear ye one another's 
Burdens, and ſo fulfil the Lam of Chrift. 

From which Words, as they ftand fo connettted: it may 
ſeem, that thoſe Burdens. of othiet Men, we are required to 


bear, are no other than their Sins and Provocations ; that we 


ſhouts not infolt over, and glory in cheir Miſcarriages, nor 


magnify ourſelves above them, by invidious Compariſons ; ; 


that we ſhould not treat them as Enemies, but 'adnwniſh 


them as Friends, endeavouring to mitigate and heal the Sore, 
rather than to exaſperare, and make it wider. 

But though ys be the thing principally intended, yet we 
may very well conclude, that this: Precept of the Apoſtle is 
more extenſive, ond comprehends the whole ory of Charity, 
in all its ſcyeral Offices and Relations. 

If it were not fo, he would not have ſtyled this Inftance of 


our Obedience a fulfilling the Law of Cbriſt: Which we arc 


 fulfilted by 


fure, from the whole © re ORB cannot be entirely 
a Paſſive Oharity only. 


It is then only we fulfil that Royal Law renn 


o love dur Neighbours at ourſelves, when we are ready to 


give, as well as xo forgive ; to relieve the Wants, as well as to 
paſs by or cover theFailings, of our Chriſtian Brother; to af. 
ford him all that Comfort and Support in his Neceſſity, which 
we ourſelves could reaſonably wiſh or deſire, under che ame 
Circumſtances; and, in a word, to chelp and aſſiſt him, To the 
utmoſt of our Abiliey, and boar a Part of nnen 
bours under, of whatever ſort it be. 
- [I ſhall therefore:proceed:to repreſent. to you, 
I. Wharthofe Burdens are, which, ada allifub- 
ject to, and wherein, eee we are Weh 
to w bevrcipfalih. one another: And, 
II. How,byſo doing we may be fald to ſulfithe Lams Chrift. 
Firſt then for thoſe Burtiens of other Men, which require and 


call for our Aſſiſtance. The chief and heavieſt of which ate 
heir Sins and Tranſpreſſions. This is indeed the mot op 


—— — 


$5" 


— 


£15 - 24 - 
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and afflicting Led, that 2 poor Soul can groan under; and 
good Reaſon had Dauid io complain, hen racked with the 
conſcious Remembrance of his Guilt, that his Iniquities wers, 
like a ſore:Burdtn, too heavy jor him ta bear. Our, Sins are the 
worſt Mis fortunes that can befal us ; nor is there any one ſo 


deep plunged in Miſery, no one is ſo very a Wretch, or fo 


truly an Object of Compaſſion, as an inſenſible and obdurate 
Sinner. And the reſcuing ſuch a one from that Load of Ini- 
quity and Gull of Bitterneſt, is the friendlieſt, the nobleſt, the 
moſt beneficial Inſtance of Chriſtian Charity. elne Hon 

But how can 4 Man (in this Senſe) be ſaid io bear the Burden 


of another Can one Man expiate and atpne for another's 


Crimes? Can he deem his Brother's Soul, or make an Agree- 
ment with-God for him? Can he, by charging himſelf with 
any Proportion of bis Guilt, render him leſs, criminal, and 
take off from the inſupportable Weight; of his Iniquity ? Fo 
No. This is an Office-beyond-the:Reach of the moſt ex- 
tenſive Charity, and not to be undertook by. any meer Man; 
who, be he never ſo uprigbt, will have Faults enough of his 


own to anſwer for, and be far from needing any additional 


Blame, to heighten and enflame his Charge. 
The Obligation of Religion is perſonal, and not to be tranſ- 
ferred from one to another: nor can there be any ſuch thing a 
a Communication either of Merit or Demerit between 1 5 


Members of Chriſt's Church we muſt all ſtand or fall by our 


and, as it follows a Verſe or two aſter n 


own Actions, 


Text: Every Man, in this reſpect, ſuall bear hir own Burden. 
Zut, though we cannot bear the Offences, we may bear with 


the Offenders: We may paſs by, with a Chriſtian Candor and 


Forbearance, their petty and pardonable Tranſgreſſions; of be 
they never ſo flagrant and enormous, never ſo heinouſiy ag 


gravated, we may yet endeavour to reſtore them in the Spitit 


of Meekneſs, and make them ſenſible of the Folly and Danger 


of their Sins: We may: ufe ſuch Methods for their Informa- 


tion, as may poſſeſs them with a true Senſe. af their Duty, 


which they never knew before, or had never well conſidered: 
And by Exhortations, by Counſels, by Entreaties, or, when 
they are * gentler ways, hy Puniſum 


Lond 
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and Coercion, ſo far as we why Authority to indie It, we 
may (with the i wid of God on our Endeavours) reduce 
them from their wild Extravagance' to ſerious and ſober 
Thinking, put a ſtop to the Growth of their Impiety, and by 
converting them from the Error of their Ways, Boe their 
'Souls from Death, and cover a Multirude of Sins. 

This Charity to the Souls of Men, and labouring with an 
Affekte Concern to ſave them from eternal Ruin, has moſt 
of the Spirit of Chriſtianity in it, and makes us, of all otliers, 
moſt nearly reſemble the Pattern of our gracious Redeemer, 
whole whole Time here on Earth was . in performing 

Offices of this Nature, | 

Nay indeed the poor and indigent Condom in which he 
choſe to appear in this World, left him no room to be liberal 
in any other way, unleſs when he was trends work a Mi- 
racle, to enable him to be ſo. 

And the ſame Charitable Work may be benen by us, as 
it was by him, with no other Expence, than the Exerciſe of 
ſome Patience, and the Loſs of a little Time, e dem ever 
be ſo uſefully ſpent, never ſo profitably. loſt. /- 

But even with reſpect to Giving and — we e may be 
certainly aſſured, that whatever we beſtow by way of Alms, 
will be ſo much the more acceptable, the more. there is of this 


Principle in us, that we deſign to honour God with our Sub- 


Aance ; whois never ſo truly honoured by it, as when it is em- 
ployed in ſuch a Manner, and to ſuch Uſes, as may moſt effectu- 
ally promote the ſpiritual andeternal Welfare of his Creatures. 
I may be occaſionally led, in the Sequel of my Diſcourſe, to 
lay more on this Subject: But for the preſent I ſhall diſmiſs 
it, without particularly applying what has been ſaid ; only in 
the general, I hope and believe, that moſt, or all of thoſe cha- 
ritable Foundations, which, by the Providence of God, and the 
Piety of good Chriſtians;have been erected in this Cicy, which 
fo happily flour iſn under your Care and Inſpection, and which | 
you ate now met to countenance and encourage; do, in 2 
large Degree, (beſides the Temporal and Political Good they 
tend to) contribute to that great and deſirable End, the making 
Men wiſer and better, and conſequently epi: 3 
— C1 i 0 ie 


- * 


- thoſe Places a great deal of growing Vice and Immorality is 
timely ſuppreſſed and kept under, and that incorrigible Diſſo- 
luteneſs of Manners, which no Counſel or Inſtruction can re- 
form, is however with- held from the Means of ſinning, though 
the Inclination ſtill remains, and the World is freed (for a 
Time at leaſt) from the Contagion of ſuch foul Examples. 
I now proceed to repreſent to you, the innocem Burdent 
that Mankind is liable to bear; thoſe Calamities and Diſaſters, 
which are the inſeparable Attendants on frail Humanity; ſuch 
as the Courſe of Providence will oblige every Man, though 
never ſo unwilling, to bear ſome ſhare of; and the Laws of 
Chriſtianity ſhould incline him farther to take more than his 
own, and wich a willing Generoſity to ſubmit to ſome Incon- 
veniences, which were not immediately and neceſſarily al- 
lotted him; wherein ſoever he perceives that he himſelt is re- 
markably favoured, and his Neighbour heavily over-charged, 

_ » There is indeed ſuch a numerous Train of Ills, and great 
Variety of Misfortunes, that beſer us in this mortal State ; there 
are ſo many Torments and Anxieties, ſuch ſevere and trying 
Croſſes arid Perplexities, which proceed from different Cauſes, 

and affect us in different Parts, whilſt yet every Man's own 
Calamity, ſo long as he continues to ſmart under it, „ ; 

to him the moſt intolerable of all others; that it would be 

an endleſs, as well as an ungrateful Task, to open all the 

Scenes of Miſery, and ſet fotth every particular Grievance, 

which the Sons and Daughters of Affliction complain of. 
But, ſerting aſide private and perſonal Caſes, the Evils that 
are incident to Human Nature, may be, as they commonly 
are, reduced to three Heads; and 1 ſhall accordingly conſider 
them, as they affect our outward State and Condition, our 
Body, or our Mind. And firſt, for thoſe Evils which con- 


cern our outward State and Condition. 
We all feel ourſelves to be cloathed with frail and periſhable 
Bodies, whoſe continual Waſte and Decay of Spirits requires 
as conſtant Refreſhments and Supplies; and we as ſenſibly 
perceive, that eyen Food and Raiment, and ſo much as is 
abſolutely . neceſſary for our Support and Preſervation,” we 
receive not as the Gift of Nature, We come 1 * 
* | World 


= — 
42 a 


* World naked and deffirute, and abandoned to the Cafe of 
bother, before we are capable of taking any for vurſelves, 
And when we are capable, we find ourſelves” obliged to 
ear our Bread in the Sweat of our Brows, and to provide 
for our Subſiſtence by our own Labour and Induſtry, un- 
leſs another's Iaduſtry has beforehand made Proviſion for 
us, which it is not every one's Fortune to be born to. 
We ſee the great Diſpenſer of Bleſſings has thought fit to 
- ordain it otherwiſe, and to diſtribute thoſe worldly Comforts 
by very unequal Lots; not but that he regards both Rich 
and Poor with the Eye of a common Parent, and reſolves to 
make good, in due time, that ſeeming Inequality; In the 
mean time, he gives them both an Opportunity of ſerving 
him, and conſpiring, in their teſpective Circumſtances and 
Capacities, to glorify his Name, the only true End of living 
here below; the one by à patient Submiſſion under bis 
Want and Penury, che other by a pious and charitable Uſe 
„ ͤ ͤ V fore ren ̃⁊ ̃ roo na 
It is for chis End chat God has made one Man to differ from 
another; for this he has appointed ſome to ſtand in need of 
Relief, and qualified others to afford it; that each might ex- 
ert the Vertues proper to the Sphere, wherein, by the Divine 
intment, he is placed. Whereas, if every one were made 
ſufficient of himſelf, if no Man had Occaſion for the Aſſiſtance 
of any other, did he contain within himſelf ſuch an abrnndant 
Plenitude, ſuch an unexhauſted Spring of all worldly Com- 
forts, as he was ſecure would never fail him, nor oblige him 
toſſeek fox any thing without himſelf; the br ighteſt and moſt 
exalted Graces that now adorn: our Minds, Would then be 
wholly uſeleſs; the beſt and moſt convinting Demonſtration 
we can give of our Loye to Chriſt, (which we cun never ſo 
livelily and acceptably demonſtrate, as by extending our chari- 
table Aid to che diſtreſſed Members of his Body) would then be 
of no Service to us, would be no Proof or Evidence of out 
Sinceriey at all, whilſt our Charity remained untried, whilſt 
it lay dormant and buried in the Habit, through the Defect 
of ſuſtable Objects on whom ie untl be ua erer 
{ 25 Wb + "66 whl= 2 WIE þ 6 6 5:8 fe he 93 DO F214 
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80 a in neh. Rich Man, i he eenfiders tp what End 
his Riches were given him, and is ſo diſpoſed in his Heart, as 
| to be, may as properly be ſaid to need a Poor Man to 

* to, Fo a Poor one may to need the Albltance and friendly. 
Contribution, of the Rich. Nay, if things were impartially 
and truly weigh'd, it would appear that his Acceptance of 
whe is offered him, is, in its. Aw ** Conſequences, 4 
far the greater and more benefigial ty of the — 

There is then, and i it is very fit there vp 1 be, arcmark- 
able Diſproportion in the outward Allotments that befal Bs, 
to the den that God, who divideth to every Man ſeyerally 
as he will, may put vs to an open Trial ; that, on the one hand, 
his Goodneſs may ſhine forth, and bis Mercy triumph, in re- 

.warding the Beneficence and PRs Liberality of 3875 Wh 
abound in Wealth, as well as t r 9 apo 
— hog 8 Ws 4 775 in Sy as ns or elſ 
the other hand, his Juſtice may be magnified ia . 
Puniſhment of thoſe, who are miſerably grip. 32 
5 ns one Eſtate, or impatiently reſtleſs ar 
in the other. 

The Beauty therefore of Providence, is ſo * A wok 
eclips'd, the Divine Wiſdom ſo little liable to Exception in this-- 
particular, that all Men ac not 7 rich and powerful; chat, 
on the contrary, without ſuch TA, 2 would be 80 
Harmony at all in the Courſe 00 things: And we may diſcern 

the viſible Marks of God's SEG unert e 


king us ſubſeryient to one another, as well as to himſe 
For as we ſhould be 174555 tempted to withdraw our AI- 
legiance from him, it he de us independent of himielt ; - 


as we ſhould probably ceaſe to — andi inucke him, if we 
had nothing farther to FR from him, if he had given us gur 
Nortion eee made it ſecurely and irrevocably gur o¼n: 
lo, had he made us e 2 OnR another, the mutual Of- 
bees of N Frie PRADO eee e on- 
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ing his good W U to his Neighbour: when he to whomſotver 


he would extend it, would be as-amply provided as himſelf, 
And let any one conſider what a comfortleſs State this Life 
muſt be, if Love and Mercy, Gratitude and Friendſhip, the 
ſweeteſt of human Acts, and which affects us with the trueſt 
and moſt ſenſible Pleaſure, ſhould be entirely baniſned. 
But this (as I have obſerved) is far. from being the Caſe 
with us. As the World now ſtands, there is a large Scope 
for doing Good, and Objects of Commiſeration more than 
enough to exhauſt the largeſt Charity, © © © 
But ſure they would be leſs numerous, and the Wealth of 
thoſe who have this World's Good; beyond what will ſupply 
their reaſonable Occaſions, would be diſperſed in amuch more 
ſuitable Proportion to the Wants of the Indigent-and Neceſſi- 
tous, if Men were truly and heartily convinced of the pre- 
3 and Satisfaction that ſprings within the Soul of a mer- 
ciful Man, when he has comforted and refreſhed a miſerable 
Object, as well as the glorious Reward with which his Cha- 
rity will infallibly be crowned hereafter. 
Oh! could the obdurate Miſer, whoſe Heart and Soul are 
ſunk into the Earth, and buried with his Money, who is obſti- 
nately deaf to all the Cries and Eutreaties of the Diſtreſſed, 
who can behold a poor famiſhing Wretch with unrelenting 
| Bawels; could he, I-ſfay, perceive but one Glympſe of thoſe 
bright and never fading Riches, whichthe charitable Perſon has 
treaſured up in Heaven; how would he deſpiſe that ſordid 
Droſs, in which he now places the Sum of his Felicity! how 
earneſtly would he contend for the true Riches, and provide 
him Bags that wax not old what Friends would he make him 


with the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs here, that he might be re- 


cei ved into an eternal Habitation, when this World, and all the 
Glory of it, ſhall paſs away! how much more folid Compla- 
_ cency would he find, in ſuccouring the Poor, and redeeming 
him from Miſery and Ruin, than ever he did before in thri- 
ving by his Neceſſity, in grinding his Face, in oppreſſing and 


devouring him! 


We are under a great Miſtake (and that Miaſtke is indeed 
che Source and Fountain of all our Uncharitableneſs) if we 
: | imagine 


— 


imagine that we arte fo far Maſters of any thing we poſſeſs; as 
to have no Account to render of it. From this falſe Notion 
of Property, we are too apt to look upon ourſelves as diſ- 
charged from all Obligations to do Good, any farther than 
we are prompted to it by our natural Propenſity or Inclina- 
tion; and are ready to cry, with Nabal, Shall I take my Bread, 
and my Fleſh, and give it?: | £5 
But whatever the Dictates of Self. Love may ſuggeſt to us, the 
Goſpel teaches. us a very different Leſſon, where we are aſſu- 
red, that theſe worldly Advantages are Talents committed 
to our Truſt by the Sovereign Lord of the Univerſe ; that we 
are but the Stewards and Diſpenſers of it under Him, who will 
one day make a very ſtrict Enquiry, how and to what Pur- 
poles we employ'd them. And our Saviour has warned 'us 
to prepare to anſwer, at the Great Day, on theſe Heads of Ex- 
amination, What Hungry we fed, what Naked cloathed, what 
other Objects of Compaſſion we relieved, i. e. ſo far as our 
Means and Abilities extended, after Allowance made for our 
own tolerable Support according to our Station. For, ſo far 
as this, there is ſomething of Reaſon in what is commonly al- 
ledged of Charity's beginning with one's ſelf; that a Man's 
own lawful and neceſſary Occaſions are, in the firſt place, to 
be conſidered. But Men muſt not ſuffer it to begin and end 
there too; nor muſt they judge every thing neceſſary, and con- 
ſequently PP riate it ſolely to themſelves, which Avarice 
or Pride, which Luxury or Wantonneſs require. g 
Hle that will poſtpone the doing any friendly. Offices, till 
thoſe unreaſonable Humours are ſatisfied, will never begin to 
do Good; for thoſe will never have done craving.” ' 
To ftraiten and pinch ourſelves ny to give to one, who; 
we are ſure, needs it leſs, is indeed ſuch an Exceſs of Bounty, 
as is in no _ wile required of us. But when this is made a 
feign'd Pretence, only to cover our on Uncharitableneſs; 
when we make very great Allowances for our own imaginary 
Wants, and very little for the real ones of others; it is too plain 
2 Sign, that we are not touched with that compaſſionate Feeling 
of the Straits and Sufferings of our Chriſtian Brother, which our 
common Nature, and common * ought to * 
' | | u 


10 hearry Deſire it is to be as benefcial as he can, may 
inter Ole. „ IE I FS LE zh 
| 45 — of doing Goog is not ſo extenſive as my Will to 
do it, ſince my Faculties are narrow and confined, nor can my A, 
fitance poſſibly reach to all that need it; fince, when I have done 
my utmoſt, I muſt ſtill be mortified with the afflicting Thowghr, 
that there are many unhappy Wretches yet leſt, for whoſe Ill, [ 
am able to provide no Remedy; but whilſt, with. the good Sama- 
ritan, 1 am binding up the Wounds of one unfortunate Man, it 
may poſſibly ſo happen, that another may fall among I bie vet, or 
into ſome other Diſaſter, aud have Occaſion for that Relief, which 
I am unable to afford him, unleſs I withdraw it from the other. 
This then being the Poſture of things, amidſt this Variety of com- 
paſſionate Caſes, hom ſhall I be directed and determin'd ? where 
ſhall 1 caſt my Mite, or how ſhall I be aſſured of employing it to 
the beſt Aa vantage | 


Zyt here ſome Perſon of real Tenderneſsand Compaſſion, 


By what: Rule (ball I guide myſelf in the Diſtribution of my 
Almz? Shall I act in this matter at random and by thante, gi- 
ping to all without Di ſtinct ion, till the Sum ] bad ſet apart is 
quite exbanſted ? or ſhall Ttake my Meaſures from the Merits of 
For Satisfaction in which Caſe, let it be noted, 
That although Charity in proportion to one's Subſtance is 
2 Neceſſary Duty; yet, as to any determinate Sum, the Time 
when, the Manner how, or the Perſons to whom it ſhall be 
diſpens'd, cheſe are Matters of Choice, and left to every one's 
"i — one therefore may extend his Charity to ſuch Objects 
as moſt affect him. But it is to be hoped, that, for his on 
Sake at leaſt, he will take care to be beneficial in ſome way or 
other, and that he will not make his Uncertainty where to 
beſtow his Alms, an Excuſe for beſtowing none ar all. Do 
all ihe Good thou can ſt for thy! own patt, and truſt Previ- 
3 _ rer -N W159 4.035 a (3 
It may likewiſe be reaſonably expected, that every prudent 
Man will chooſe ſuch Objects * his Bounty, — — | 
in danger of being caifapplied, andwhere he bas g tolerable 


ground 


| 73 7 

HS ern de ot it will conduce to ſome happy Fad; 
1ough if it ſhould happen otherwiſe, this would reflet no 
Diſhonour on him who gave it with an honeſt Intent; nor 
would it be any Lefſening of tis Charity. 

Good Will and Benevolence, Pity and Compaſſon, are a 
Debt we owe to all Mankind. All that partake of the ſame 
Nature with us, may lay Claim to theſe common Office 

though ſtill a more peculiar Regard is to be had of thole'ts 
whom we have nearer Engagements, and to whom we are 
united by cloſer Ties. But eſpecially we ſhould endeavour 
ſo to employ our Charity, as to make it moſt ſerviceable tg 
the Glo God, and he Good of Mankind. 
And this very naturally prompts me to recommend a par: 
ticular Caſe of Charity, which confeſſedly falls within theſe 
Rules, and is free from the Suſpicion of any ſiniſter Practice 
in the Management: And that is, FORE for the Educa- 
tion of. poor Children (and eſpecia ly of thoſe who no at- 
tend this Solemnity) in the Fear of God, and the Prineiples of 
Religion, and ſuch a competent Degree ' of Learning, as may 
enable them to get an honeſt Livelihood, and: render dend 
uſeful and ſerviceable to their Country. 
Great Numbers of Souls have by this merusbren preſerved 
from apparent Ruin, and many who would have been a Diſ- 
Sraces d Burden, have fince become Ornaments to the Nation; 

We have great Reaſon to bleſs the Divine Goodnefs, and to 
remember with Honour thoſe pious Benefactors, who have 
hitherto promoted fo uſeful a ty for the happy Effects 
it, bas already produced. And we Tarot hope for much 
greater Advaritages Rill, were the Revenue more anſwerable 
to the Greatneſs of the Charge, and the Worthineſs of the 
Deſign ; which whether it is or no, you will 5 from the 
following ir Hl 

Here war 


enlar ed the more, > Vetanſe it is the 3 por — 
me the leſs to ſlay on the Caſes which are Jet Þ behind, which 
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for the moſt part admit of the ſame Relief) give me leave to 
lay before you two other Repreſentations from the Hoſpital 
of Bridewell, and the Workbouſe. e. 
A true Report of the State of Bridewell and London 


Workhouſe. 


Theſe are very fit and neceſſary Receptacles. for ſuch profli- 
gate and abandoned Wretches, as are loſt to. all Shame and 
| Modeſty and paſt all Reproof, but that of the Scourge; as 
well as for thole idle and unprofitable Vagrants, who are the 
Peſt of your Doors, and Nuiſance of your Streets, who, if 
2 do not force them to maintain themſelves by an unwil- 
ing Labour, will force you to maintain them without it, by 
an unwilling and extorted Charity... 
Zut, Secondly, I come now to conſider the Burdens we are 
obliged to bear for one another, which more immediately 
affe& our Body. This Earthly and Mortal Part of us is made, 
as you all know and feel, of a very weak and frail Contex- 
ture, ſubje& to be diſordered by a-thouſand Accidents, to be 
racked and tortured by acute and violent Diſeaſes, to waſte 
with pining Sickneſs, and linger away an uneaſy Life under 
an infirm and crazy Conſtitution. Every Part of us is ex- 
_ poſed to Wounds, or ſome other Caſualty, which may not 
only give us great Pain and Uneaſineſs for the preſent, but 
prove an Inlet, and open a Door to Death itſelf 
But here again it may be asked, as before, in the Caſe of 
Sins and Treſpaſſes, What is it that one Man can do for ano- 
ther in ſuch Circumſtances ? Can I be ſick and languiſh for 
my Neighbour, or will it be any Advantage to him if I am ? 
ae Sickneſs add to his Health, or my Weakneſs to his 
Strength? Can I mitigate his Pain, and eaſe him of his Smart, 
by taking it on myſelf, and ſuffering in his ſteadd 
No; our Experience tells us that this too is as impracti- 
cable as the other. A Man can no more conſign over to ano- 
ther the Infirmities of his Body, than he can thoſe of his 
Soul. Not all the Riches and Power of the greateſt Mo- 
narch can purchaſe for him this Privilege of transferring to 
any one belides, that bodily Pain and Weakneſs men 4 5 
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an 
lorred um for his own Share and which he himſelf bound 
to ſuſtain in his proper Perſon.-: || /; + þ 
The Scripture tells us of a great and 4 king, who 
wiſhed in vain that he could have died for another; and as 
vain would his Wiſh have been, had he deſired that any other 
might die, or be ſick, or undergo any other Miſery in ade ; 

15 For in this Senſe too every Man mußt bear 

KHYREN, | 

But however, bleſſed. be the Divine Goodneſs! we are 
not left. ſo deſtitute, as not to be able to adminiſter ſome 
Comfort to our afflicted Brother, when he languiſhes on 
a lick Bed, or en with the heavy Anguiſh of à maim'd 
Limb or mangle d Body. We may pity him at leaſt, and 
even Pity is ſome Relief to the MiſerableQ. 

But this is not all. For as the diſaſtrous Accidents hint 
may befat our Bodies are very numerous, ſo. are the Reme- 
dies too, by which thoſe Accidents may be repaired: There 
are ſalutary and heal ing Medicines, which with the Phyſician's 
Skill in applying, the Bleſſing of God co- operating, do often 
reſtore fach lamentable Objects from a very hopelets and 15 
moſt deſperate Condition. 

Theſe Remedies, this Help of he Phyſician's Art, the Great 
and Rich can ptocure for themſelves, whenever it is their Lot 
to be viſited with ſuch Calamities, from which indeed they | 
are no more exempted than the Pooreſt. 

But when Poverty and Sickneſs meet together, what muſt 
become of ſuch unhappy W retches, if it were not for the Re- 
lief of charitable Chriſtians, ho by providing for them that 
Help, which they could not afford themſelves, and defray- 
ing the Charge and Expences of their Cure, may, in a very 

good and commendable Senſe, be Aud 10 7 180 as pron 
of other Menn opti . | 

:And to ſhew you what a fair O 
be had, of exerciſing your Charity: in this ww 
lay befote you che State of the two Hoſpitals that are peculiar- | 
ly appropriated to the Relief of ſuch Objects of Compaſſion; 

Ho ere was read the true Report of S. Bartholomew's: 1 

K. Thomas s Hoſpitals, 
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Lou leech bow, much, Good has been done n oY Kind. | 
and how much more is ſtill wanting. There is no dne bu 
muſt be convinced that this is a very uſeful and neceſfary 
Piece of Charity: Which, beſides the Advantage it brings 0 
the poor Sale bealing their Wounds, many of which | 

were received in the Defence of their Country, which gives 
them the juſter Title to your Aſſiſtance; belides this, I-ſay, 

it is a publick Benefit, that every one partakes of, to have ſuch 
rueful and unſightly Spectacles emoved from tommon View. 
Were there no; ſuch Places of Reception for the Maimed 
and Wounded, every Street would be an Hoſpital, and 
there muſt lic 2 Lazarus full of en, at every rich Man' * 


But, Thirdy, We are not only liable to be thus heavily! ap- . 
grieved, as has been ſhewn, in our outward Circumſtances, 
and our bodily State, but our Mind allo has its Grievances 

which want to be redreſſed. The greateſt and worſt of 
which is the Reflexion of a guilty Conſtiente, for which 
there is no other Cure can be preſcribed, but removing the 
Cauſe, and e away our Guilt by a ſolemn and ſincere 
Repentance, to which we ſhould always be exhorting and 
admoniſhing one another. 

Another great Evil relating to the Mind; which is the too 
common Patent of Vice and Immorality, of Debauchery and 
Profaneneſs (though ſome have ſtyled it the Mother of De- 
votion) is groſs Ignorance, and Spiritual Blindneſs, 

It is à ſad and deplorable thing to ſee the Mind of Man, 
which is of heavenly Original and Extraction, and is capable 
of ns, ſuch noble Impreſſions, lie wholly barren and 

unimproved, over-· grown with'a ſordid Ruſt, and d clouded 
with i mpenetrable Darkneſs. , 
Such a pron we Debaſement of human Nature wry ty goed 
Chriſtian ſhould take to heart} and endeavour, RO utmoſt 
| of his Power, to prevent or rectiſ⸗ in others. But this falls 
5 in with what I have ſpotten on another Head, though it obli- 
1 ges me again to remind you of that ane e a is app”, 
to the Education of ON WO TT 
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bal . Hentiowbur one 
Part is ſubject ta, and #hor.is a vety toning ane, vis. Mad- 
nels and Diſtraction- 2 

Ho does it ſnock the Soul of a confiderate Parſon, tokte 
the Image of his Maker thus defaced? To ſee that boaſt- 
ed and celebrated Reaſon, that diſtinguilkes Man from the in- 
ferior Part of the Creation, thus loſe and intercepted, thus 
lamentably confuſed and diſturbed in its Operations ? TO 
ſee the ſame Perſon now arguing rationaily and calmly, and 
on a ſodden, without any viſible Caufe for ſuch an Alterd- 
tion, become wild and ſtaring, fietce and unmanageable, or 

fantaſtically vain, forgetful of himſelf and of his Friends, and 
all that he ſeemed to know before, either hurting others 
a milchievous, or expoſing himſelf by a ridiculous Behavĩ 


Theſe Perſons ſure are fit Objects of . Compaſſion,” which 1 


ſhall need no other Motiyr to excite you to, than to read to you, 
. Ibe Report of Bethlehem Haſpital. 
| You foe thore is a large Field for 
beneficent, and I truſt in God you will all be ſo; in as ample 


meaſure as your refpetive Circumſtances wil admit, and in 


ſuch manner as you think maſt proper. 
I ſhould now proceed to — which I propoſed as my ſe: 


cond General Head; but (having already (exceeded) 1 thall- 


ready ſaid. And is this: Phat by being thus charitable, 
and bearing one anathet's Burdens, we are laid to fall the 


Law of Chriſt. 
bK the Law: and:theiGoſp el 


\ indeed the falling 
It is che Bond of Perfectaeſt, and the Confumimarion 

of of all that is good in us. 
He that has this Principle fixed and rooted in him, will 
not fail (ſo long as he is under the immediate and actual In- 


fluence of it) in any Point of Duty toward his Neighbour; 


he will not only refrain from any Invaſion of his juſt Right, 


but be forward to lend him his Aſſiſtance, and to do him 


all friendly Offices; becauſe all ſuch Abſtinence from Ill, and 
Readineſs to do Good, with the ſeveral Acts thence ariſing, 
are but ſubordinate Branches of that general and com i 
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tive Rule of o Loving 28 17 ee Lacht the 
diſtinguiſhi of Gurte lanity, and that Badge by which 
our Lord woard have his Diſciples known. - Heveby, ſays he, 
Hall all Men knotui that: 8 m Diſtiples,/if je lovs one ano- 
ther. To ſay we are Followers of the Holy Feſus, and yet re- 
tain no Bowels of Compaſſion for our Brethren, is the greateſt 
. Abſurdity that Words can expreſs; nor are there any Terms 
of Oppoſition ſo contradictory, ſo abſolutely incompatible, as 
unc haritable Chriſtian. | Love is the nobleſt Ornament of our 
Souls; it outſhines the other Graces that reſide there, as the 
Apoſtle has aſſured us: It makes us moſt like God, and the 
bleſſed Author of our Relgion. If we have not this, what- 
ever other Excellencies we abound in, we are nothing, of no 
Value or Conſideration at all we are but as ſounding Braſs, 
and a tinkling Cymbal. 

The livelieſt Faith, che moſt vigorous Hope, the moſt ar- 
dent and enflamed Devotion will ſtand us in no ſtead, if 
they are not ſanctiſied and perfected b 25 that enlivening and 
vital Principle, in which eta Life and Spirit of our Religion 

conſiſts. For though Charity itſelf Em cover/a' Multitude 
of Sins, yet no Exceſs of any other Vertue will cover the 
Defe& of that. Whoever thou art therefore, who valueſt thy- 
ſelf upon the higheſt Proficiency in ſuch a Scheme of God- 
lineſs, as has hitherto: been-exclufive of Charity, though thy 
other Attainments may be very great, yet lackeſt ibon one 
thing. Go thy way, ſell what thou baſt, and give 10 the Poor, 
and ſo ſhalt thou have Treaſure in Heaven. 0 
Which that we all may lay up, while we are Berg and 


have the Fruition of 9 God of his infinite! 0 Mercy 
grant, | 
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F is Ordered, That the Thanks of this Court be 
given to the Reverend Dr. & N APE, for the Ser- 
mon by him preached before this Cour and the Go- 
vernors of the ſeveral HosryiraLs of this City, at 


LY * 


2; 4. 92 athe far Church of 8 Bridget, on Medueſday in Eafter 
Week laſt; and that he be deſired to print the ſame. 
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7 E have her an illuſtrious Pattern of Chartey and Be- 
neſicence in the Perſon of rigtreons Fob, who, tho 
nat the Time of his uttering theſe Words he was re- 
duced to the moſt abject and helpleſs State of Miſery ; yet had 

once been acquainted with happier Days, had known whar it 
was to live in Affluence and Plenty, in State and Dignity, in- 
veſted with a very eminent, if not ſov Authority: For 
ſo it ſhould ſeem from ſome of che for oing Verſes, where iy 
he ſpeaks of the Princes refraining from talking; and the + Ver. 9, 10 
Noble holding their Peace before him. As alſo from the 1 
Words immediately preceding the Text, where he are My 
Fudgme — — a Drain: nile IR 
But in the midſt of his Extremity and Digreſz, he as the 
Comfort of refleing, that in the more fortunate and flouriſh- 
ing Part of his Life, even then when he had every thing at 
Command, and was free from all enfion of the unex- 
pected Change of Fortune that afterwards befel him, he was 
far fromabuting the Gifts of his Creator: That he had neither 
made his Abundance ſubſervient to Riot and Exceſs, nor his 
Power to Injuſtice and Oppreſſion; but on the contrary, that 
when at the utmoſt Pitch of Human Grandeur; he ſtill remem- 
bered he ws a Man, and condeſcended to tlie common Offices 
of Humanity: He looked down from the Height of all his 
Proſperity, with a melting Eye and ee Heart, on 
thoſe who; were broken Wal Misfortunes, and overwhelmn'd 
with Sorrow: He exerted his Strength und interpoſed his 
Might, not with an over- bearing Say, to cruſ the Weak 
and Innocent, but to ptgtect them fromm the Inſults, and re- 
ſcue them from the Violence of injurious Opprefſors. Rb 
In ſhort, it appears by the ſeveral Acts of Beneficence'enu- 
merared in this and other Chapters of the- Hiſtory, by the fre- . 1 
_ = quent ho | 


uent Appeals he makes to God, as to the Sincerity of his 
Profeſſions, and by the Teſtimony God himſelf is leaſes to 
bear to his Integrity, That he was not only ſtrialy upright in 
his Dealings, a Man of Juſtice and Probity, that ſcorn'd to 
invade the Property of any other; but that he was à common 
Friend and Benefactor, a Lover of Mankind, one that chear. 
fully employed his Time, his Labour, and his Subſtance, in 
promoting the Welfare and Happineſs of others. 

Which truly great and amiable Character I ſhall make it 
my preſent Endeavour to recommend to your Imitation, by 
a Diſplay of ſuch Inſtances of his Benevolence, as are contained 

in thoſe Words I have choſen to diſcourſe on, applying them 
Kill as I go along to ſuch: Branches of Publick Charity com- 
mitted to pot Inſpection, as bear the neareſt Reſemblance 
to thoſe reſpective Acts, and that according to the Order in 
which they offer themſelves in my Text. 

_ Firſt, then, let us conſider that Profeſſion of Job, that he was 
Eyes to the Blind. This is commonly underſtood of Intel- 
lectual Blindneſs, of thoſe whoſe Minds are darkned; and the 

being Eyes to them muſt conſequently mean the enlightning 
thoſe dark Minds by the Beams of Knowledge and Inſtruction. 
But there is no Reaſon why this Figurative Senſe of the Words 
mould exclude the Liesel dne As well thoſe who are depri- 

ved of the Organs of their bodily Sight, as thoſe whoſe Under. 
ſtandings are darkned, either through Natural Impediments, or 
through the Defect of proper Means for their Improvement, 
are undoubtedly real Objects of Compaſſion; nor can it be 
queſtioned, but the diffuſive Bounty of charitable Fob ex- 
tended itſelf to the Sufferers of either Sort, in ſuch ſuita- 

3 of Relief, as were adapted to their reſpective 
G oor ſT̃ Z̃h bot ͤ tien; tr ine 

The Loſs of Eye. ſigbt is ſo touching a Calamity, ſo irk- 
fame and comfortleſs a State, as to raile Compaſſion in ſome 
Breaſts not apt to be much affected by other Objects. When 
ſuch a Diſaſter attends even the moſt Proſperous and Wealtby, 
it is a very ſore Affliction; nor can the largeſt Exuberance 
of other worldly Bleſſings compenſate for the Want of that 
common Blefling, Light. No Variety whatever of Meats 
8 + 7 5, 
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to the Taſte, or Sounds to the Ear, can afford an equal En- 


tertainment to that beautiful Variety of Objects which adorns 
the viſible Creation. The Sun may come forth as a Bride- 


groom from bit Chamber, and rejoice as a Giant to run bis. 


Courſe ; but the blind Man has not the Joy of beholding it. 
The Face of the Earth may be to others a Land of Gqſben, 


but be lives in the midſt of Egyptian Darkneſs. The Morn- 


ing Dawn, or Meridian Brightneſs, are by him undiſtin- 
guiſhable from the Gloomineſs of Night: He knows no 
Difference between them, but from the Information of 


others, unleſs perhaps he form an uncertain Gueſs, from the 
0 


different Degrees of Noiſe, or the Depth of Silence. If 
ever there was a Time in Life, when his Organs were un- 
impaired, he may have an Idea indeed of 0 and Colours 
from paſt Remembrance, and that may be fome'Entertain- 


Intelligence: He has thoſe at Command, who in more 
Senſes than one, are ready be Eyes to bim; either by 
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reading to. him at home, or directing his Steps if he. walks 


But, alas, how. ſhiftleſs and ſolitary is the Caſe of him, 
whoſe Blindneſs is accompanied with extreme Want, who 
is not attended by any friendly Comforter, who is reduced 
to the miſerable Choice whether he will ſtarve at home, or 
beg abroad, at the Hazard of his other Limbs, whilſt,. for 
want of Human Aſſiſtance, he commits himſelf to the Gui- 
dance of a Brute Animal, and borrows thaſe Eyes to ſupply 
his oven Defect Ar! 110 4 e » 1 2 1 f WS T's: FI? 17 5 | 
I am ſorry this firſt Cafe I have been conſidering, ſhould 
be ſo little pertinent as it is to the Occaſion of your preſent 
Meeting: But ſince, I think, there is no peculiar Proviſion 
made, in any one of your Hoſpitals, for this Species of In- 
validt, I muſt be content for the preſent to leave it unap- 
plied, but not without an Intention of briefly reſuming it, 
before I finiſh my Diſcourſe. | r As: 
I proceed now to conſider the ſame Clauſe of my Text, 
T1: was Eyes to the Blind, in the Metaphorical Senſe, in which 
it is nſually explained... 
Nov the Rational Powers of a Man, which-is the inward 
Eyeſiglit, may be blinded by Sin, by Ignorance, or by Diſ- 
traction: And he who is inſtrumental in diſpelling thoſe 
Miſts, which cloud the Underſtanding, from which, ſoever 
of theſe Cauſes they ariſe, may be ſaid in a very laudable 
Senſe. tobe ia aide and 5 ne i by ee ney , 
Abe Sinner indeed may, | and, often does, believe himſelf 
poſſeſs'd of an uncommon: Degree of. Underſtanding, ;. ſo 
does the Mad-Man too, and is Db much the madder for be- 
lieving ſo. He thinks he ſees farther than, other Men, and 
pities the deluded Wretches who ſuffer themſelves to be tied 
up to Rules, and laid under the unneceſſary Reſtraints of Re- 
ligion and Conſcience; whilſt himſelf, all the time is vader 
che greateſt Deluſion: His vicious Habits and depraved Apr 
Petites: beget unaccountable Errots in his Judgment, god 
ſtifle che Suggeſtions of ſober Reaſon. S. Peter in his Second 
Epiſtle, cb. 1. having recommended ſome Moral Vertues, 
adds a little after, He that lacketh:3beſe is blind, and ee 
Aust | . | 2 
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ner, who does lack thoſe vertuous: Qualities, and reduces 


him'to'a right Senſe of Duty and Obedience, does in effech 


reſtore Sight to the ſpirkually Blinde.. 


Another thing that darkens the Soul of Man, is Igor 


ance. 
In the raw and unexperienced Time of Life, the Mind has 
but few Images impreſs'd upon it, and is very infufficient 


of itſelf do lay thoſe fe ſo well together, as to form any 


uſeful Rules of Conduct, or to judge what Methods are 
firteſt to be purſued, or moſt conducive either to preſent ot 
future Happineſs and Security. *Tis eaſily miſled by falſe 
Appearances, ſeduced into Snares and Dangers, impatient 
in its Deſires, weak in its Choice, and frall in its Reſolves. 


The Ignorant and Vninſtructed even in Temporal Concerns. 
are liable to fall into very great Miſcarriages: Some Method 
of Proceeding; ſome Rules of Caution; ſome Leſſons of 


OEconomy, are — neceſſary toward diſcharging even 
the Buſineſs of common Life; and if no ſuch Precepts were 
to be learnt by Communication from others, if every one 
were to remain in his primitive Ignorance, till he could form 


a fure Judgment of what was moſt expedient, from bis own | 


Practice and Experience; his Wiſdom would come too late 
in Life, and his Affairs be irretrievadly ruin'd, before he at-. 
rived at the Skill to manage then 


- Bat how much more do we want the Information of others, 


in order to the Attainment of Spiritual Knowledge! For as 


a Wiſe Man obſerves, Hardy do ue gueſs at things that a 


«pon Eanth, and with Labour do we find the things that are 
before ur; but the things that ave in Heaven, who bath ſearched 
ont? Wiſd. ix: 16. | 2 WHEN nn Grein a ag 
Some imperfe&1dea's of a ſuperior Power, ſome Notions 
of Moral Rectitude and Depravity, ſome: Apprehenſions of 
. future Recompence; tlie 2 | 

ſuggeſt, without the Help of any: Monitor. But in how: 
much Confuſion and Perplexiry 


foreed to wander, who follows ſo blind n Guide! War a 
Kranger muſt he be to the nn. GOT INE 
GAITS | 4s <5; mne 


ſis far off. * And by Conſequence, whoſoever reclaims a Sin - 


of Natural Reaſon might 


are foch Notions involved! 
In what a-Labyrinih of Erfor muſt that miſerable W retch be 


2 ——_—— - \ = 


—_— ES 


* 
— PIT 2 —_ — . —_ . 
. — ——— ——— — f — renee > in. om 
„„ 14 4. _— a a. > 


* 
— 282 Guo mate. Gio = 


- "> : 2 
U 50 


tte Terms of Salvation, without ſomt os £6. dire& him? 
i and unfold; the Myſtery of his Redemption to him] An 


how. many ſuch miferable Wretches are there, even in the | - 

.. midſt of this Chriſtian Country, who, for want of proper th 

Means of Inſtruction, are inſenſible of the Covenant they # 
have made with God, and paſs their Lives, without any 


Reflexion on their own Duty, or any Expectation of the 
Divine Promiſes ! How friendly, how charitable an Office is 
it, how decently. expreſſive - of that deep Senſe. of Grati- 
rude, wherewith we are, or ought to be affected, when we 
contemplate the Bleſſings of our own Redemption, to be the 
Inſtruments of enlightning ſuch poor Souls, by inſtilling, 
or cauſing to be inſtilled into them, the Principles of ſaving 
: Knowledge, and guiding their Feet into the Way of ever- 
: laſting Peace! l * iini: 
Zut befides Sin and Ignorance, there is a-third ſort of 
Blindneſi incident to Human Minds; and that is Diſtraction, 
which diveſts the Rational Soul of all its noble and diſtin- 
guiſhing Endowments, and ſinks unhappy. Man below the 
mute and ſenſleſs Part of the Creation; even brutal Inſtinct 
being a ſurer and ſafer Guide than diſturbed Reaſon, and 
every tame Species of Animals more ſociable and leſs hurt. 
ful, than Humanity thus unmanned. Sad Blemiſh of our Na- 
ture] moſt mortiſying Reflexion to conſider, that our 
boaſted Reaſon is not given us by any certain Tenure for 
the Term of our Natural Lives, but that ſomething with a 
Human Shape and Voice may for many Years ſurvive all 
that was Human beſides! Frail Man indeed! So liable to 
be degraded, by the Loſs of that very Faculty for which he 
values himſelf ſo highly, and he Who values himſelf moſt 
: highly upon it, in the greateſt Danger ef being ſo degraded. 
-Perſons of the greateſt Genius, of the ſineſt Parts, and 
-molſt lively. Imagination, whoſe Brain is of a; more delicate 
and ſubtle Texture than that of other Men, are obſerved 
in many of their Flights to border very nearly upon Frenzy, 
and. too often they do more than border. Whilſt the aſpi- 
ring Soul is purſuing ſome lofty and elevated Conception, 
Heng us Jö une nen P, 28d weming mithlome. 


| grand-Difcovery; the r- eech for the fecbls 
Btain to ſupport, the Intenſeneſs of Thought diſconcerts the 
lender Fibres : the thin Partitions and Incloſures, that keep 
the Ideas ſeparate, and ranged in a beautiful Order, are burſt 
in ſunder by the Fore of the labouring Imagination, and the 
whole: Magazine of Notions and Images lie jumbled: toge- 
ther in a common Heap, and mingled in wild. Confuſion. 
When ance the Mind has received ſuch a total Cruſhi, no 
Operation can afterwards be- from it, that is regular, 
uniform, and even; every thing willbe done by Fitts and 
Catches, and almoſt each Minute will ſhew it in all the Di- = 
verſity of Paſſions; unleſs in ſuchCaſes where the Breach was | Y 
made by the Exceſs of ſome: one predominant Paſſion- The 
Gay and Meru, the Doleful and Cumplaining, the Fond and 
Loving, the Angry and Revenge ſul, the Silent and Sullen Hu- 
mour, ſucceed one another by ſydden Starts, without any 
Occaſion ad miniſter d, without any Object to excite them. 
Sometimes a ſhort Interval of Reaſon begins to dawn, but 
is loſt and intercepted again, by ſome odd Caprice that comes 
croſs the Imagination, before any Rational Concluſion can be 
formed, or any conſiſtent Purpoſe of Mind be uttered. So 
that the Diſcourſe which began with a ſeeming Earneſtneſs, 
and railed an Expectation of ſomething; not only ſerious and 
coherent, but of great Importance; expatiates into idle Ramb- 
ling, and off in «intelligible Jargon. The ſober and ſo- 
lemn Look into which the Vilage had compoſed itſelf, the Ait 
and Deportment of a moſt reſetved Gravity, breaks cut in an 
Inſtant inte loud unſeaſonable Laugbter, into apiſh Geſtures, 
and antick Mimickry. No Senſe of Honour er Decency tben 
remains, no Regard is paid to the Number. or Character of th 
Beholders. T be Reſtraints of Fur and Sbame are quite laid Wes 
aide; and ſtubborn Self. Will and brutal Cancupiſcence diſe 
cover\ghemlelves qvithon an Cherki or Guard. 2,0 g wy oh 
la ſome Caſes indred: the Diſcompoſute uf Mind |, 
vire ſo ſnadkiag, nor the Conauſſion ſo violent, but that the 
hattexed: Ideas may recollect themſelyes again, the Deluſion | 
may ceaſcy and the Mind recover is former quſtneſs aud Rei 
gulariey of- Thought. But: werden: t this there id need 0 
5 00 vill; of pr dialen ande rig Gonbnement, = 
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of the perſon fo affli@ed:-And happy 2 i; when all WeGire 
and Skill thut can be applied, 2 eſtectual, chrough the 
Bleſſing of God, to tlie retrieving my Perſon from fo loſt and 


hopeleſs. 4 P pg bag „ 9141 go). 8 
It is time now. to conſider how fur thoſe: charitable: . 
dations'for the Encouragement of which ybu are here aſſem- 


bled; may be ſaid to contribute to that laudable and beneficial 


Purpoſe, the being Eyer to tbe ſpiritually bivd.- As for that 
Sort of Blindneſs Which From Vice, beſides the pre- 
ventive Remedy of a vertuous Education (l which more will 
be ſaid under another Article) you have likewiſe wholſome 
Methods of Cure, if the Evil be not paſt Cure f or if fo, yet at 
leaſt you have the Means of making thoſe who are incorrigi- 
blerhemſchves, a Warning arid Tertour to others. You have 
proper Rebeptacter for the Idle and Vagrant, the Looſe and 
Dichte, 8 they are kept under cloſe Durance, and by 
the Senſe of bodily n {rhe only Senſe which too many 
of 2 are not . — before — are brought thither) 
pelled tp Harder Labour, than that honeſt Labour of 
their © which they relinquiſh, to addict themſelves to a 
fethful and vicious Courfe of living. It is to be hoped that 
ſome of ckheſe lieemtious A ow h I fear not many) 
ſome wh́ are not yet in cheir Iuiquity, 
8 op nr 2 on of he Pain — — 
ave undergone, from repeating the ſame Con they 
de brought again 20'the Hike Correction, if ndt from a better 
Princi But whatevet᷑ Effect ſuch Cbaſtiſement mxy have 
upon. th emiſeives; at leaſt dt ort God to bthers; und our 
Srettsure freed, during the rim of theit Confinement, from 
# Heat Pare of deren hich moſt-infeſtothem. 
As a Prefervativè a tBlindneſswhich proceeds from 
Iioames, deo or It 2 —— (oof them 
altogether, and huber in Part) ane Nurieries of Poor Obilatren, 
here Numbers!of ie re inſtructed in Cuiſtian 
_ Kfibw ardtavght hownodiſthdrge the owe 
Ge, Ieir Neighbour, and cheinſdives, 1: told the 
Penger of ——— 3 
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der to bę everlaſtingi/ baþpy bereaſter. Fhis Rducztion is 
generonlly given to ſome an ham the Hoverty gr Stupidity 
of miſerablePatents-cauld nat have beſtow dhe ſame Cate: 
to ſame en duhoni the dlegligence af ill ong would nag; 
but eſpecially ta thoſe wi have no Harents at all, to make 
ſuch Proviſion for them NG 
_  Laſth, In Commiſeration of thoſe-unhappy People, who 
are bereft of the dearaſt. Light, the Light f Raaßon, who, arc 
tranſported out of their Senſes hy the impetucus FHurty of 
Lumacy or Frenzy, wha have loſt all Rmembrancg of. or at 
leaſt all Regard for themſelves, their Affairs, their Frigngs, 
and whatever they uſed to take Delight in; lip are not only | 
unqualified to bear their Share in Rational-Conyerlation, hut | 
become even dangerous to be converſed with ; 1 IAay, 9 
to their deplorable Cale, you have a large f Place f Resegtien + Betblebems | 
appropriated to ſuch Patients, where proper Care is taken that x 
they ſhall neither harm themſelves nor others, and here by 
the Help of ſuch Phyſick and Diet, and ather Management, | 
as the Nature and Degree af each Perſon's Piſtemꝑer calls -- 
for ; many of thoſe diſtracted People are; thtaugh God's Pro- * | 
vidence, and ſuch charitable Endeayours, recovered framithat 1 
inconſiſtent: Raving and Wildneſs of Imagination, and re- 
ſtored to a ſound and perfect Minu 
Charity, mentioned in my Text, the being Eyes to the Bli 
as it was capable of being conſidered in different Views, 4 
under ſome one or more o chaſe, Views, was applicable to he 
greater Part of thoſe pions; Iucarporatiomt aver which you pre- 
r 6 mo porn: ee 4 | 
Second, therefore; Fob thus profeſſes for himſelt, in 
the next Article; Feet was 2 Lame. Soundneſs of Body. 
anch a hale Conſtitution, with all the Limbs entire, and capa- 
ble of exerting their reſpective Functions, is all the Inheritance 9 
the great Number at Mankind is horn to, heſides the com- 1 
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mon/Tizlc to the Protection of Divine Providence. . Aud a 1 
good Laheritance it is, to thoſe whole Birth and Parentage i 
Antit les them to no higher Proſpects, aud here it can bend El 
Diſcouragement or Diſappoiotmexit to them, to ane no nn 
better an Appearance than their Anceſtors have made before = 
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them; unleſs in the Caſe of ſuch of chem; as apply them: 
ſelves to Buſineſs with uncommon Induſtry. It is not every 
one's Lot to have all the Conveniencies of Life provided for 
him by the Care of others, and to ſucceed to a Patrimony al- 
ready acquired, without any Toil of his: Nor has the great 
Diſpenſer of Bleſſings thought fit to diſtribute the good Things 
of this Life, into ſuch even and equal Portions. The fi 
greater Part of Men are obliged to eat their Bread inthe Sweat 
oftheir Browo, if they will eat it at all. And if they have bodi- 
ly:Strength ſufficient to gnable them to get an honeſt Liveli- 
hood by the Work of their Hands, their Caſe is not unhappy; 
but they may experience more Joy and Comfort in that hum- 
ble Station, if attended with a contented Mind and good Con- 
ſcience, than the riotous rich Man in the midſt of his un- 
E , Od a GDP 
But hard indeed is their Lot, and very ſevere the Diſpenſa- 
tion under which they are fallen, who have neither Bread to 
eat, nor Hands wherewith: ro work for it; who are ſorely 
maimed and crippled in their Limbs, racked with tormenting 
Peains, or waſted with lingering Diſeaſes. The Body thus at- 
flicted is not in a fit State to be haraſſed and fatigued, in order 
to its own Support; but feels more Decay from hard Labour, 
if undertaken, than Relief and Suſtenance from the Fruits of 
that Labour. Many are the Accidents in Life, by which the 
healthieſt Conſtitution is liable to be broken, and the ſtrong- 
eſt Body to be diſabled, and ſometimes in a very ghaſtly and 
lamentable Manner. I will not offend you by drawing into 

- View ſuch a ſhocking and uncomfortable Scene, and forbear 
any Deſcription of thoſe rueful Objects of Miſery, the very Re- 
lation of whoſe Sufferings would be as grating a0 the Bar, as 


the Sight of ſuch diſmal Spectacles is offenſive td the Eye. But 


may ſuch. Forbearance prove no Detriment to thoſe miſerable 
Creatures, nor divert the intended Bounty of any generous 
Bene factor from being applied to their Relief; who, I truſt, 
will conſider them as ſo much the more diſtreſſed, hy how 
much the more loathſome they are, and reflect with himſelf 
ho dreadſul it muſt be to groan under the Anguiſh of thoſe 
Wounds, which: ig is a ain to others to fee gr heag of. 
F NANG GET SI agg th 14-421170G 
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Ie is well ſo many of them are removed from being a pub- 


lick Nufance, by the Entertainment they find in the Two t ca- 4 8. zi 
- parious Hoſpitals erected and endowed for that purpoſe, and zu. ani 


it is great Pity they are not all ſo. Many unhappy Impreſſions 5 7 
made on tender Minds, by the ſudden Encounter of ſuch ſtart- 
ling Objects would be prevented; and ſo far the taking Care 
of them is a common Benefit of which every one partakes. 
But much more real and ſenſible is the Benefit accruing to the 
poor Patients themſelves, who are received into ſuch hoſpita- 
ble Shelter, where every thing in the Power of Human Skill 
is attempted for their Relief, and where ſeveral Thouſands of 
them are yearly recovered from very grievous Infirmities and 
dangerous Maladies, and reſtored to a Capacity of providing 
for themfelves, by returning to the Buſineſs of their lawful 
- Occupations. Whoever is a Contributor toward obtaining 
for the Sick and Impotent ſuch ſeaſonable Aſſiſtance, may 
very properly be ſaid to be Feet tothe Lame... 
Thirdly, Another Method of doipg Good, ſpecified in the 
Text, in which the Charity of Fob exerted itſelf, was the being 
-a Father tothe Poor. That righteous Perſon, in the Days of his 
former Proſperity, which he is now calling to Remembrance, 
as on the one hand he enjoyed a great Abundance of Wealth, 
ſo, on the other, had he a numerous Offspring of his own, 
who all expected their Portion of that Wealth. Such Famil 
Engagements might have furniſhed an Excuſe to one of a ſelſiſſi 
and narrow Spirit, for with-holding his Charity from Stran- 
. Pie and he might have urged, when ſolicited to ſuccour the 
Diſtreſſed, that he had thoſe of his own Houſhold, for whom, 
by the Laws of God, and Ties of Nature, he was bound to 
make Proviſion. But he had too enlarged. and generous, a 
Soul, to let his Bounty flow. in ſo: confined a Channel. He 
had more Truſt and Confidence in God's Providence, than to 
1 apprehend his Fam ily would ever feel the Want of what he 
beſtowed in Acts of Mercy. And accordingly, as large as 
his eny was by Nature, he made it much larger by Adop- 
tion. He became the common Parent of ſuch as were left 
without any, or, which is next to none, who had only ſuch 
- heIpleſs ones as could not, or ſuch unnatural ones as would 
| not, provide fox theme Emm net 060 dae 
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A very noble Pattern for Imitation, and à juſt Reproich to 
ſuch hard- hearted Chriſtians, as in the midſt of the greateſt 
Affluence, plead the Care of their Families, in Bar of charica- - 

ble Deeds ! Happy is it for deſolate Infants, that all Men do 
not act on ſuch churliſh Principles; that Multitudes of good 
Chriſtians are found, who extend a Paternal Care beyond the 
Bounds of their private Families; who by a voluntary Choice 
- make themſelves Fathers. to the Futherleſt, and take the Needy 
under their Protection; that new Benefactors ſtill ariſe, who 
Chrifs Hſ- make farther Additions to the ſtanding Revenues of * that 
© _ - Hoſpital, where ſo many Hundreds of poor Orphans enjoy the 
Benefit not only of Food and Raiment, But of good: Nurture 
and Inſtruction; from whence they are ſent Abroad with pre- 
vious Qualifications for being made ſerviceable to their Coun- 
try in divers beneficial Ways, a Regard being had to the Ge- 
nus and Capacity of each; and in a fair Probability of gain- 
ing a competent Livelihood at leaſt, if not of thriving beyond 
- their Neighbours, and arriving at an extraordinary Degree of 
Wealth, by obſerving the Rules of Sobriery and Frugality, 
and by an induſtrious Aſſiduity in their ſeveral Employments. 
This has been the Caſe of many of them, and ſame have re- 
turned a grateful Tribute, have repaid the Charges of their 
Maintenance and Education with large Increaſe, and bave 
proved Benefactors themſelves, where they were once the Ob- 
jects of Bounty. Such gracious Methods has the Divine 
Goodneſs, of turning Croſſes into Bleſſings, and Afflictions in- 
to Joy and Happinels. It was once eſtecmed the great Cala- 
mity of thoſe poor Children, to be depried of their Parents; 
but by being adopted into the Number of thoſe for whom 
4 koch. Care is taken, not a few of them become Gainers by 
their Loſs, meet with many Fathers inſtead of one, and are put 
into a fairer Way of providing both for their preſent and fu- 
ture Welfare, than poſſibly miglit have been their Lot, if their 
natural Parents were ſtill ali᷑ e. 
you the Report of the ſeveral 
rvations 
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_ "Thus yon ſee in whit a plentiful Stream the CRarity of thoſe 


who have gone before you has flowed; you have the Satiſ- 
faQion of beholding the Original Endowments of the firſt 
Founders, together with ſuch farther Donations and Bequeſts 


as.the Charity of ſucceeding Chriſtians has from time to time 


been adding to them, directed to the appointed Uſe. But 
while we praiſe God for raifing up ſuch Friends to the Poor, 
and bleſs the Memory of ſuch pious Benefactors for having 
done ſo much, it is a great Allay to ſuch pleaſing Reſle ions, 
to conſider how much more is ſtill wanting ; and the Cafe of 
many miſerable Wretches is ſorely to be lamented, who can 
find no Place in theſe friendly Receptacles, capacious as they: 
are. It cannot be ſaid of theſe Hoſpitals; as of the Feaſt in the 


| Goſpel, to which the Poor, the Halt, the Maimed and the Blind 


. 


more anſwerable, than they appear to be, to the preſſing De- 


mands-whih are dally made upon them. This is the com- 


were invited, that when all who could be found in the Highs 


ways, or Streets, or Hedget, were called in, there was yet Room 
to ſpare; nor does the united Liberality of ſo many Ages run 
like the Widow's Oil in ſo profuſe a Current, till there are 


no more Veſſels to receive it. Little Occaſion is there here of 


compelling. them to come in, except to the Houſes of Correc- 
tion; many Halt and Maimed there are, againſt whom even 
thoſe hoſpitable Gates are forced to be nut; many empty 
Veſſels, whom there is no Oil to füll. 


Since then there is ſo large a Field for doing farther Good, . 
Gnce after all the Proviſion that has been made, there is ſtill 
2 great Muttitude of languiſhing Wretches left unprovided- 
for ; Iwill not diſtruſt but that every compaſſionate Perſon of 
Subſtance and Ability, will feel himſelf touched with a Seafe - 
of their Miſery, - and contribute in ſuch Proportion and ſuch 
pers to the farther Endowinent . 
5. 
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of ſome one of theſe 1 „chat their Revenues may be 


mon Cale of every one of them, that they are called upon for 


ford and whoever is diſpoſed to lend E N any: 
th fit Receivers of 
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Sz COND ED IT10N of two Cn Sermons preachd- 
34 by the Doctor at the ſame Place, anch on the ſame Occaſion, 
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| ” is Ordered, That the Thanks of this Court be 
5 given to the Reverend Dr. SN A PE, for his Ser- 
mon preached before this Cour and the Governors of 
the ſeveral Hosp ITALs of this City, at the Pariſh 
Church of S. Brides, on Tueſdah in Eaſter Week laſt; © 
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4 An Tt. iii. 2. former Fart. nn des 
2 For Men "ſhall be Lovers of their own ſelves. — _ 
Apeod. ming?! Fn.nd pi dn: | 

AD. the Words I have now read to you, been 

deliver'd in the Way of Precept. or luſtru- 

cCition; 28 4 Rule of Life and Manners to be 
re obſerwd: had the Apoſtle, when he ſaid; Men 

Hall be Lowers of their orm ſelves, intended to recom. 

mend Self-: Love as à neceſſary Chriſtian Qualification, and 
to inculcate it as 2 Goſpel Duty: I ſhould have made 
Choice of a very improper Text, and moſt unſuitable to 
the Subject on which I am now to treat. 
But neither is ſo moroſe and churliſh a Temper of Mind, 
or à Behaviour ſuitable to it, any where recommended in 
Holy Scripture; at leaſt not without great Limitations 
and Reſtrictions: much leſs can any fuch Doctrine be 
inferr'd from the Paſſage now before us, which, it is evi- 
dent from ; the } Context, is not to be underſtood in 4 

Mandatory or Directive, but in a Prophetick or Premoni- 

tory Senſe; not as preſcribing what ought to be done} 

but preparing us, by an antecedent Warning, for What, 
in Fact, would come to pals, in Defiance of the plaineſt 
and cleareſt Directions to the contrar. 

For mark how. Sf Faul introduces it, Know 


2 «UH 


[this alſo; 


Men ſball he Lovers of theit aun felves ;- covetous; -boaſters; 
ma : diſabedievt 10 parents, .umbankfel,; An- 
ee ee ee 25 ful . 
diſpeſet of thoſe.that are gvau; Mn 
fors; heady, bi gb. minuad, Lovers. of Pkuſuręt, more/ \thaw 
Lowers of ods b9yi3251 190 fv ene Ro 
Aa x „VVV 


ſers, ancomt inent, fierce, 


ſays he, that: in the laſt: days. perilous Timer ſhall come. n, 


ters; fall Adi 


_ at Ry „ * * 
1 


vegatural Height ef Weakly and 
| diſhoneſt Terms; who never reecived the N. 


Uere you ſee how far Self. Love is from being propoſed 
to our Practice, as commendable and 8 y; when 


you find it ſtanding in the Front of à black" and diſmal 
Catalogue of the moſt! odious and abhorr'd Qualities ; 


and thoſe are juſtly repreſented as perilous times, when ſuch 


enormous and malignant Affections ſhould generally pre- 
„ by . 


I have no Deſign to caſt an, Aſperſion on the Days in 
which we live, or to inſinuate that thoſe perflant times 
are now actually come, from the little Regard great Num- 
bers of Men are ſeen and known to ſhew'to any thing but 
themſelves; for however obvious it may be to every one's 


- Obſervation, that too many fuch there are, whoſe whole 


Turn of Mind is bent upon nothing elſe, but how to en- 


rich and aggrandize themſelves, without caring by what 


Methods, at whoſe Coſt or Diſadvantage, or whom they 


trample under, ſo they can but riſe upon their Ruins: 
Whatever Inſtances may be produced of 


s and notori- 
ous Corruption, of Perſons ſo abandoned to fikby Lucre, 
as, for the ſake of ſome private and perſonal Emolument, 


to proſtitute their Conſciences, betray their Truſt, forfeit 
their Honour, and debaſe their Character; yet on the 
other hand, it cannot but be acknowledged, that ſuch a 
Conduct is far from being new; that there al 
been, and, it is to be feared, always will be ſuch felf- 


have 


ſecking and narrow-ſpirited Men; and though, upon a 


engl 
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Compariſon between theſe and former times, it ſhould 


appear, that the Number of them is greatly increaſed, that 


Nen graſp at private Advantages, in preference to the pub- 

lick Good, more ſhamelefly aud avowedly than —— 
fore z yet perhaps there may be found, in allay to this, 
ſo many generous and difintereſted Spirits, who ſcarn ali 


little and mercenary Views; who rather chooſe to live in 
Mcannefs: aud Obſcurity, than advance" them ſelves to an 
on haſt and 
ages of Ini- 

* 


| needful for his bodily Suſtenantr, by boneſt Indaſtry and 


. . It 1s pelle, 1 fay, 


Peer. be ſo many of this ſort among us, as may over. - 
S582 and make ſome Atonement for the CA 
ſt and comraaed'/ Schemes: of the Selfilh and Deſigning. 
It is plain at leaſt from the daily Increaſe of Revenues 
whivh is added to your Hoſpitals, aud the liberal Promo- 
tion of other pious and charitable Works, that however 
the Love af many. may haue warrd cold. there is a Warmth . 
and Fervour ill, alive in many other Breaſts, which ex- 
cites. them to do worthy and beneficial Acts, and lay chem. 
ſelves. out in the; Labour of Love. 
That L may contribute, if poſſible, to the adi Men 
lels tenacious, and more communicative, I ſhall make it 
my- preſeat Buſineſs to ſet the two ere in an _ ; 
(86 Light, and, tor ſhew, 1 


Firſt, The Odtouſnels of Selk. Love: Acad, 


Seeondh;: The Anhiabfeneſy of a e and Pubs 
_ .— liek Spirie. | 


There is indeed a Kind or De; of Scf-Love which 
is not only innotent, but nec The Laws 'of Na- 
ture | incline; every Man to be folicitdus for his 
- own Welfare, to guard his Perſon, by a due Precautiom, 
from Hurts and Accidents ; not to / expole: it to neeuleſt 
Hazards; to provide Food and Maiment, and all * 


Labeu, if it in no his Lot to be born to ati Inheritance 
ready & for bim by! the Cate and Indaſtry f 
others; or which, in the Courſe of providential | 

happen: to ical bim To repaiz, as far as he is able, 
hd may attend: his bodily, Confticution; by 
— — beſt: Means: that are afforded Hin, 


a Es: make it 2 ue 
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| Such a Self- Love as this, goes little farther chan Self- 
Preſervation, without which Principle implanted in us, the 
human Species would be ſoon loſt and extinguiſh'd, and 
the Work of our great Creator be defeated, if every In- 
dividual were not both allowed, and alſo encouraged and 
excited, in a laudable and juſtifiable Senſe, to take Care 
nee e eee Fav ee Tong 10 oe 


% 


But that which St Paul ſpeaks of with Abhorrence, is 
2 Love merely ſelfiſh, that both begins and terminates in 
a Man's ſingle Perſon, excluſive of all tender Regards for 
any one elſe: When every Thought, and Wiſh, and Action, 
much more every Endeavour that is attended with Trou- 
ble and Expence, is look'd upon as miſ-employ' d and 
caſt away, of which any other beſides himſelf is to reap 
any Part of the Advantage: this is, in the worſt and moſt 
criminal Senſe, taking Care of one only. 
He who ſtands upon ſuch Terms with the World, and 
is, by long and confirm'd Experience, known to do fo, is a 
ſort of Apoſtate from human Society, and deſerts that Sta- 
tion in Life, wherein the Divine Providence had placed 
him: He ſets à dangerous Precedent, if all Men were ſo 
ungracious as to be led by his Example, of diſſolving thoſe 
Bands and Ligaments by which all Communities are held 
together, and rendring Mankind as unſociable Creatures, 
3 which inhabit the Deſert. The Foundation 
on which Society is built, is the Occaſion one Man has 
for the Alliſtance of another, and the Impoſſibility of 
ſubliſting in Peace and Security, without mutual Succour, 
and an interchangeable Diſcharge of good and Friendly 


Qfficess i |: 1-751 „ 2 pitnks 
If we will but look into our own Nature, and re- 
flect on the End and Deſign of our Creation, the Reach 
and Extent of our Faculties, our Subordination to one 
another, and the Inſufficiency of every Man, as he ſtands 
by himſelf alone; we ſhall ſoon be convinced, that doing 
Good, and affording each other reciprocal . | 
hobo n that 


Te) 


Arte "which 410 Wee ind füuibnec that do are 


linked together by by our comp mon #Dic ty, as we as'by In- 
F aud that Tender oe tion,! nd; he don 

„that is m planted'i in ds Nahe e | 
| t 16 af 00 ings 050 we eiſſoy either 
Neceſſaries or Comforts, that ye are preſetved from pe. 
rils in our teener, or ever arrive at riper Years, next un 
der the Warchifultefs and Ptote&jon of Almighey God, is 
owing to the Cate of othets: And can ay thing be 1 more 
juſt "and ' reaſonable, ' than that we too, in our Turn, 
ſhould give that Suecour We have received, and du, not 
only as we willingly would, but as we Faul be have been 
done unto ? 

There is a certain Phookdtiy of Trouble and Uneaſi- 
neſs, as well as of Pleaſure and Satisfaction, that maſt 
of Neceſſit ty be born by the Race of Men Finfomuch that 
he, who will not ſuſtain ſome Share of the former, is un- 
worthy to partake of any of the 'Comforts'of the Jatter : 
He does not ac a fair Part on the Stage of Life, but de- 
ſerves to be excluded the Benefits of Society, and left to 
converſe and entertain himſelf with the only Perſon in 
the World, for whom he has the leaſt Concern, * and to 


whom he is willin * to a any AQ of Kindneſs, "and that 
is, his Solitary Sel 5 
But here the Selling will imerpoſe, and fay ; It is true, 
I have Occaſion for the Help of others, and the Hel of 
others I have: I have Occafion' for the Attendance of Ser- 
vants, and by Servants I am attended: 1 want to be ſup- 
plied with thoſe Conveniences of Life, which Artificers 
provide in their reſpective Occupations, and L am ſupplied. 
accordingly : So long as Iam furniſhed with ſufficient Store, 
to pay them an Equſvalent, I am in no Danger of bein = 
left deſtirute of any thing that Money can procufe. TI 
is the Commerce 1 cares on in the World, thus 1 approve. 
hart à Social Member of the Commonwealth, But 
have Ito do, in parting w with aa Subſtance to * 1 
who 
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Who cg bree aih np ere belege. 
d 1 25 en 50 e is 
real wut in a te 000 ; o ir 
5 is 25 where wilt hey had their 


my rae. T love to deal in more ſub- 
ban PEE 105 36d e willing $9 wn all Hazards of 
bein ef mylelß when L cannot purchase it. 
Q 5 n Reaſoning does the inordinate Love of 
: Mammon ſeduce t hard-hearted and worldly- minded 
Ae ſo 99 82 0 oes it make him of his dependent Con- 
and the Uncertainty of earthly Riches; by; how 
many e and unexpected. Calamities, that boaſted. 
Wealth in which he placed ſo prophanc + Confidence. i is lia- 
ble ta be taken from him. bY 
And ſometimes we lee it does pleaſe Almighty God o 
make Examples of 9 87 5 ta humble ſuch haughty and 
ſclf- conſiding Men, by reducing tham from their tow'ring 
Height, and Al the Wantanneſs: of Proſperity, w.the Ex- 
tremity of Want and Miſery. And whenever this hap- 
pens to be the Caſe ; Who ars then ſo pitifully abje&ed? 
Who are ſuch ſupple Petitioners for Favour or Bounty, as 
- - they who would conferr none, when they had it in their 
Power © Then be can. talk of the Viciſhtude of human 
| ae and of the Obligatlon incumbent, on Men to be 
ul to one another, from their Subjection to the ſamie- 
Accidents, and the Polhbility chat ne has baxpeged: wh 
one, may | another. . -,. 

Such Arguments, though they, come, with, a very ll 
dae 5 the Mouth of one, who has been. khn mm to 
1 1 4 Lapguage, and to have aged o 
a do oſten indeed rg, Had Impꝛeſſon o 
tender _ WB. draw) not gn Compaſſion, bur f- 
liek, from the Generons and God: darured, wherare mare 
t 10 28 with. Eo he Grader We 
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be is fallen; and the unhappy Change of his Condi- 
tion, than to reflect with Indignation and Reproaches, 
on the Pride and Iuſolence, wich which hie enjoy'd his 
former Proſperity, and the unproſitable Greedineſs with 
which he engroiſed the Fruits of it to himſ elf. 
Bur che univerſal Hatred, which/fuch a Perſon naturally 
contracts, will not always be ſuppreſſed ; nor his former 
Averſian to doing good Offices, be coveted by a charita- 
ble Oblivion, nor be loſt, under the ſoft Relentings, and 
2 melting Commiſeration of his preſent Safferitigs. Some 
free Speakers there will de, who have experienced his 
paſt Cruelty, and hoy utterly devoid he was of all Tearn- 
ings of Pity and humane Sentiments, and will not be re- 
ſtrained from breaking out into Inſults and Reproaches ; 
which; though far from being commendable in them, 
muſt be ſo much the more grating to bim, inaſmuch as 
he is conſcious to himſelf of * the Juſtice of ſuch RefleQi- 
ons, and that as bitter and pungent as they are, he has 
well — them. 3 125 Kiohe Lhe p 
- In' ſhort, ſince every Man has an equal Right to confine = 
all his Care and Endeavours to the promoting his dyn 
ſeparate Intereſt, that any one Man has; what muſt be the 
C ence, if ſuch a narrow Way of thinking and 
acting thould become Univerſal ? How ſoon would the 
choiceſt and moſt valuable Bleſſings of Life, which are 
mainly ſecured to us by Social and Relative Engage- 
ments, how ſoon would all Order and Harmony, Love 
and Friendſhip, terminate at once, if every Man were 
to regard himfelf alone, and to extend his Cate no farther! 
Such 2 Situation would put an End tolall lotercourſe 
und Commerce; Men would be deſtitute of all Con- 
fidence- and Security, and afraid to truſt each others fo 
that alhtheſe brave and generous Thoughts, which ought 
tube in all; and are in many, Breaſts employ'd in pro- 
moting common Cod, and conti iving for publick Wel- 
eee 
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Cace and Conceen dur Counſels and Deviceã, | would 


de contracted to theſe: to Hoints, how to avid the 
Stronger, and where to fall upon the Weaker tt 


Dot to ſtretch forth à Hand to taiſe up che Dejected j to 


have no Bowels of Compaſſion fur thoſe who:areplunged 
in the Depth of Miſery ; to be pitileſs and unconcerned 
at the molt. bitter Calamities of any one beſides, ſo long 
as we ourlelves are fortunate and at Eaſe; is a raſing out 
the firſt Principles of Humanity, as well as treading un- 
der Foot the more ſublime Precepts of the Goſpel. It is 
a Violation of all the Rules, that ought to direct us in the 
Government of out Lives; nor is it poſſible for one ſo 
uncharitable and unrelenting, to have any Fear of God, 
any Regard to Man, any Senſe of the Dignity of his on 
Nature, or indeed any one Spark of Religion or Vertue 
alive in him. * 023 40 rc rot. nt ed Jer: 
And this may, ſuffice to ſhew: that odious and malignant 
Quality of Selfijhneſs, or mere Self. Love.: Let us now 
conlider, _ 8 | vans ele, How 
ah, The Amiableneſs- of a generous and Publick 
Spirit. W717 Ota all 07. 413% un bat 20 2441 lit 
le who has à Heart truly-open and enlarged; over 
and above that reaſouable Thoughtfulneſs and Contri- 
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vance, with, which. every prudent Man will be poſſeſſed, 


about providing far his om, and how v0 proportion his 
Expences toihis Revenue, as well as how to obtain more 
ample Acquiſitions, if fair) and honourable Methods of 


- 
. 


- advancing; bis Fortunes: preſent: hemſees in his Way 


L lay, beyond: us demeſtick Care, he; will haue rom 
enough in his ITchoughts, torlet them be employed ſome- 
dimes in gh Servige of his Friends, bis Neighbours) nd 
his Country z; Which have not only bis beſt:Wiſhes and 

hearty Delites fox the Succels ot their vAffaits, but hel 
makes. it his Study. to romotentheir- Weltare, Aud ph 
himſeltf to νονινei Trouble and Expencei in ↄrdur ac 
cxcricato cher ar Hfulties, and free ithemiſtom / Du 
A „nV 1. 2/77" Oo 
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Ging, wirhbut ſcrupu- 
louſly wei ing, gte his Share of the Advantage will 
egual; or fall oPcheProportionhs bears in the Charge 
2 — A ſuceefsful Iſſue! If he has contr ut 
woe n others] hel never grutches nor repines at it: He 
bus the Healure of refehting thata beneficial Act is done, 
and that although he has not been able to animate-qthers 
0 pidmote it In the ſame Degree with” himſelf, he has 
however deg instrumental in cauſing ſome Good to be 
done, and theReceivers are heikel welcome both en 
Fal e r e a n 9.1 bo 2215s: 
—_— appear. but a poor Gatisfa@tion lng 
groveing Mota! go Idea of any Joy that can 
ife ban acer tn a A * thing that is hot airended 
with preſe mib rst, and look every cbing'as a 1 
Bur gan, whete' more is ex dee than recewed. 
ur and -capicious Souls Rave far nobler Nee 
i to and enjoy 4 Loſs, and find l 
bearer ae — — by heir Fortune, ade 
Hono 4 worthily:e dyed. abe — 1 30 
Wa akeſſuse that God Almighty, ez who giurger yg, 
and reren Nothing, is'amott/perfettly!bleſt and bappy 
Being POR fitarer we reſemble hin In ay of ict 


Actions, b much we advincewour own" 'HappinelC. 
ww y 8 08 lappig 


and millng to mae others ha 55 Tis a 

Small —— ower and Seodneſs; an 

_ which ſes the Su UA g late Man, Hon tk 
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ſenfual Delights, but even that/Pleaſurs and Satis 
Which is Keb thoſe Objects of his; Beneficence,. upon 
the. happy Change. of their Condition, when they ind 
themſelves ſo; ſe e tom their calamitous 
Eſtate, reſtored to Eaſe, and bleſt with comfortable 
Subſiſtence.. A og net „n, ee . «ul 
Such a friendly Promoter of the Good of others may 
ſurvey. the Objects of his Love with ſome Degree of chat 
Satisfaction wherewith God beheld his Workmanſhip, 
when he had finiſhed the ſeveral Parts of the Creation, 

and pronounced that they were god. i 4 Ae et 
- To ſuch. as have the Heart thus to diſpoſe of Riches, 
they are indeed 2 all that they are good for be- 
ſides, beyond what is ſufficient: to provide for us the Ne- 
ceſſaries of Life, is but fantaſtical and imaginary. Neither 
a Man's Life, nor his Happineſs in it, conſiſts in the abun- 


danck of the things which he poſſeſſes. Neither the covetous 
Rich Man, that hoards his Wealth, nor the lunurious Rich 


Man, that expends it in Pomp and Pageantry, has, in 
e er it, than the Sebolding it with 
| bis Eyes, It may procure him indeed the empty Satiſ- 
faction of being gazed at, or talked of: But alas l how 
little of ſolid Good is either of theſe attended with ? An 
odd, ridiculous, or extravagant Figure, will attract more 
Eyes, than the gayeſt Equipage, or moſt coſtly. Furni- 
ture. And as tor 'a Man's Name and Character, who 
would not rather chooſe not to have it mentioned at all, 
Wan not mentioned with Reſpec ) 
This ſeems to be the only End that is ſought after by 
thoſe who delight in Show and Pomp: and yet this very 
End might be much better compaſſed by another Way than 
by that which they affect. For does it not give a ſevecter 
Fragrancy to 'a Man's Name 2 and does not every bn 
ſpeak of him with higher Expreſſions of Honour and 
Eſteem, who has been a common Benefactor, and re. 
lieved a multitude pf neceffitons Perſons, that were den- 
tue gf all Support, though, in his own Carb and Ar- 
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ener but line: fram the Volgat, than a 
um ven ſhinss in he greateſt Splendor, e mul. 
tied M idle and uſeſeſs Mouths, whoſe only Bulineſs is 
x0.increale; his State and ſwell out his Rerinue ? 
A am far from recommendigg it as the chief im a Man 
ould purſue, in doing kind aud friendly Offices, and be- 
ing ſerviceable to thaſe among hom che convxerſes, that 
ſuch a Behaviour may gain him a general Applauſe and 
Approbation, and make him honoured and eſteemed: he 
who is beneſcent upon that Principle only, can be ſaid to 
do only an Act politically and prudentially commendable, 
but it is go AR of Religion. But when the primary In- 
tention of any Deed of Sang, is directed to the Glory 
of God, and à Deſire of pleaſing Him is the governing 
Motiye, which excited the Ador to the Performance of it ; 
ſuch a one has a ſecure Title to the Effect of God's Pro- 
miſes, and an Heavenly Reward : and has likewiſe a rea- 
ſonable Proſpect of obtaining the Good Will of Men, which 
ſeldom fails of accompanying ſuch Actions, whether the 
Author was at all influenced by any ſuch Expectation, or 


Tam willing to hope that the greater Part of the Foun- 
ders and Endowers of thoſe charitable Incorporations com- 
mitted, to your .InſpeRion, were acted by that better and 
more ſublime Principle, and have been rewarded: accords 
ingly: they have certainly in Fact been the Promoters, of 
much Good, and che Regreſfers of great Evil: they have 
been inſtrumental in making great Numbers eaſy; and 
happy in this mortal State, and afforded them the probable 
mean of acquiring a more durable Happineſs in that which | 
iso come; and I charitably hope, that no Unthankfulgeſs 
or. Miſapplication will render, fuch/Donations incfteQual* 
with reſpeR to. the Receivers, nox any unwarrantable and 
liniſtes; Ai in conferring hem, vnre wardable on the part 
ide GWE, : vol to balm $209 0 1 %%% enoihoantd 
m how: good Purpoſes - 
aaa: = 4 
| miſerable 
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oiſethble Bea: ee fröm Hitches: Hickey 
m the foreſt Dreſſes; by belag dmined" int 
Friendiy Places of Reception, aud ho math Arrttivr: Id 
uſeful and commendaible a may be Hill exxrnded; 
0 me Eeave, aerording! to your annual 7G te 
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5 ri RE PO N the great Nuntber bf por Childens 

and other poor People, thartiined in dr und HO. 

_ PITAES. / "the pioitr Curb of e "LORD 

MAR, 'Commonilty, uh CMN of 'LONDON, 
ide Tear Taft paſt, * the-Report War r,! 

1 may now be expe&ed to ſubſein Temeth bY wiy 


or Exhortation, to ftir up the 'Eibetality of well 
Chriſtians toward the Enlargement of theſe Foandanidas, 
with a ſpecial Application to their ſeveral Inſeiturions 
But having done that twice Already, when I hive for. 1 
merly been called to this Offiee, and urged ſuch A nts 
in Favour of the reſpective Kinds of Charity, 25 1 tioped 
might be molt prevailing; I rather Chooſe to referr you to 
what 1 have already ſaid, than either to repeat che fame, 
or ſeek for new ones. And I truſt that what has been 
now offered in Recotnimendarion'of' a gehavus and Phb. 
lick Spirit in general, if it proves of aty'aveil ut all, wilt 
of Courſe be” applied to the Promotion of ſotne ohe er 
— of thoſe — — eeial Branches of Charity, e 
N ragement of you 8 — 55 
Wever, * r T n apa; 
ind & is that of the incurubles. The — 1 ſpoke 

from this Place, I took Occifion r lame the d — 
Condicon of thoſe fortbrn Wretelſes who had fuck 
eber pfonouneed upon chem, W —— 
Pattzeſputlon of ſuch kindly Relief, wen they mot want 
&, And turned wWrond to iſt for themſelves, when they 
He mot Fr1c4pable' ef ExeFting any of the Powers 10d 
Fund ions either of their Mind or Body: difabIkd-im their 
Trans ee i ticly" Bunfes, ueltwute Sf FNends: 
eig fes FL9.207 Joiner HOP 7 d.a4 .- 1 whifft 
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aan ot ne ik 1 . Gehen e of 
LU 9225 pale bf ver _ al 
«(I@Cotrtmllerntivir oft happy 'Cirtuniftances.of ſuch 
Gol {en ch was led to expreſs '' diftam Wiſh, 
Into ide Meare of ſolneJiWeral Behe- 
onto ee ah Th Hoſpittapdropried to fuch Patictirs! 
15 was not long befete I Hd the Sarisfacion of per- 
thas ſucd a Deſign was eQually formed, and partly. 
| into Execution. 1 have no Authority to affirm, * 
and Wok de tob ulluming to ſuppoſe, tar ſo com- 
mendadle and beneficial an Undetraking rook its Riſe rom 
an Hint which was then dropped: Ie may hiveiſeemed = 
good to God, the ſupteme Fountain of all Mercy, to poſ- 
 fefs the Souls of thoſe who4irſt ſer on foot, and are-zea- 
lous in forwarding this Work, with ſo pidus: a Reſolurion; * 
withoar the Suggeſtion of atiy-earchl Monitor : Prailed be 
the Divine Providence, that ſo deſirable and neceſſary a 
Scheme is not only in Agitation, but already begun, and 
the Benefits of it actually feht by a conſiderable Number 
of unhappy People, and à ſeparate Fund eſtabliſhed ; {6 
that they who he tricularly- touched with a Senſe of 
foch Mixtortunes, and willing 10 comribute, according to 
their Abilities, roward making the State of ſuch OO 
more eafy aud comfortable, may know _— to Wale 
even 4 fall Sum, in fuch Manner, as, by addod 
to 2 now dire&ed: to the fame Ule, W fall of 
oportionable Degree of Help and: Refreſh- 
ment pros Ke Lot-it muſt ut otherwiſe'be wo remain | 
moſt friendleſs and diſconſolate Out- caſts. 
1 hope chere will be none ſo cruel Fe abe 
When onee 2 Caſe appears 10. be deſperare, when al the 
Av of the Phyſician, and al che power of Medicine is ſeen = 
to de ineffefual, it is to no purpoſe to take any farther 
Cate of foch-a Patient; chat 20 Help beſtowed upon bim, 
Ivihur- tdding to his Sufferings and prolongitg hisMiſery; 
aud vonſe quently chat our Labpnrand Bxpence about him 
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en. yak bine and Ne 
This eurer gin 0 0, 
wwe fes. ce che Savrorlign. oy Bal of common Charity 
but of common Humanity. *. 29113 7 7421 
For chengh L have before allowe dof 150 
that che ExcluGan, of ſuch Objects, es, 48th y-are; 
from the Hoſpis N the * is both a 
| iuſtifiable pom ne 9 r ure 
becomes ſo mach kn more reaſonable for 
or Branches of Hoſpitals, to be appropriated. to tles 
"Willi it be ſaid, What Good: can they receive. from 
Foundations, af erected ? Alas! the Fortunate and Flou · 
riſning, who live in a full Aflluence of Wealth, and enjoy 
a: * of Health and N little imagine how 
ſenſible a Bleſſing mau things which they wantonly waſte, 


and ſet no manner of Value upon, would prove to poor 
languiſhing Wretches, if conferred upon them: that even 
thoſe Maladies which are paſt all Cure, may however be 
made eaſy: that though „ can have no 


Effect, yet Palliating ones ſucceſsfally. applied; 
and the bare Mitigation of Smart, though it is Jure Wh: 
turn again, is a very deſirable Relief. To thoſe who haye 
2 under à continued Torture, ; every Abatement of. 
Anguiſh, every.Interval-eyen of SrupefaRion. is à Degree 
of Plealate, but the Abſence of, Pain, 7 wht a,Senle, 
of irs being.abſetity) is akind of: Paradies. 9 
Thus is Human Liff, even in its moſt loſt. and Adeplorab ble 
State, capable of being proſited, and of enjoying the mon. 
of ſuch charitable Gifts, as the pions Liberality of 
Shriſtians has, or ſhall deſtine to their Uſe and Se 2 75 | 
2 May THE 25 OE LOVE. ceminue ta raiſe = | 
Succeſſion. of . Contributori toward tht 8445 of | 
Objects, and may: be proſper the State. of ;all.ghoſo: charitable; 
Communities, of which! you bgve be Gare Am angie, 
on grant 9 — * W x ay: 
que grateful: to their Benefubtors,; uſeful 40 col. Tres 
Val, nd give — nd en,, 


